Dosewallips Valley


Hike #27:    Hidden Creek Cirque;            Hanging Glacier;   	East Peak of  Mount Anderson 


       USGS Mount Steel


               Mileage:  Approx. 30 miles r/t.  Allow 5 days.  6-7 is better.


             Elevation gain:   Approximately 5500 feet, depending on goals.       


Difficulty:  Strenuous.  Bring crampons and a light rope for travel on the Hanging Glacier, or prepare to backpack over East Peak.


             Season:  Late July through September











       		    


                                         





                     Photograph 27.1


	      Unnamed Lake in Hidden Creek Cirque  


		        Unnamed Lake in  Hidden Creek Cirque


	       








	This was an obviously seldom-visited area in 1970.  I imagine that hasn’t changed.  I visited here with my grandfather after coming home from Vietnam.  Can anyone imagine a better return back to the Good Old U.S.of A.?  He still had that exploratory bug in him -- the day I landed in Seattle, he brought the map with him and was just foaming at the mouth to visit his new ‘spot’!   I was down 30 pounds and too thin, so we waited about two months so I could fatten up on a ‘normal’ American diet!   


   


	


	Drive the Dosewallips Road ( to its end at the start of the Dosewallips Trail (.  Follow the trail to Dose Forks and travel up the West Fork to Diamond Meadows.  Make a snappy ‘right face’ (military term) and climb the very steep hillside.  A hogsback will start to rear up on the right (east) at about 4500 feet and become more defined as it opens up to a meadowed rib.  Climb into the small basin containing a shockingly blue tarn.  





We remembered this as one of the more strenuous bushwhacks we had ever done.  The journey is a safe but relentless 3500 foot rise in two miles.   I remember the relief of dropping our packs, knowing that this was the start of a great high country odyssey.  





	The little lake basin has a singular beauty.  The view up to the gap to the north is framed by sculptured rock and flower fields.  Snippets of snow add a contrast to the gray and tan rocks, and the indigo sky is intense in hue.  The fog-filled Dosewallips Valley is seemingly straight down from your perch.  The Elk Lick / LaCrosse ridge casts huge shadows as the sun glides behind the East Peak of Mount Anderson.  Puget Sound glows on the eastern horizon as the sky darkens for the evening.  














               





            


               Photograph 27.3


Sunset, East Peak of Mt. Anderson
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          Dosewallips Valley and


                 Mt. Elk Lick


            


            Dosewallips Valley and Mt. Elk Lick		       Sunset, East Peak of Mt. Anderson





















































                                                          Photograph 27.4


                                                          Mount Anderson


	Glide up through fellfields and ablation heaps to the 6100 foot gap.      Look into the  stunning, primitive, and very alpine head of Hidden Creek.  A large lake sprawls below, cupped in a rocky, snowy bowl.   This is one of those splendid northeast bowls that retain the last vestiges of the Ice Age.  Small, active ice patches garnish the walls.   Listen to the muted  booming of the outlet stream as it thunders over precipices on its way to a lower secondary cirque.   The high peaks above shine brilliantly in contrast to the ice-blue shade below.    Traverse right (east) under the 6400 foot high point.  Follow a shoulder northward toward the creek valley, then drop left into the basin floor.  Stay overnight and be prepared for frost, even in August.  Watch the elk milling around in the flats half a mile down the valley.  Loiter on the little peninsula jutting into the milky blue water.  Get down to ground level. Study the little plants.  Marvel at the dwarfism.  Do a little milling around yourself.





	From the 6100 foot gap, traverse west, circling around the south peak of Diamond Mountain.  Enter a spectacular level meadow on the west shoulder of the peak.   Stretch out or camp on the tundra grasses and smooth gravels.  Scramble up the easy slopes of  Diamond.  The view is awe inspiring.  Piro’s Spire juts up from black cliffs, silhouetted against the morning sky.  The Anderson Massif looms large, taking up most of the western sky.  Honeymoon Meadows appears as a little patch of green enclosed by deep forest.





	Take a westerly heading from the flat meadow and descend diagonally into the east fork basin of ‘Hanging Glacier Creek’.  Traverse along the headwall, staying near the 5200 foot contour.  Ledges and bench systems will swing you right into the bottom of the very narrow Hanging Glacier.  Follow up this sparkling sliver of ice to the pass west of East Peak.  Be prepared for possible steep icy sections.  East Peak is a Class 3 scramble from here.  The walls of the main peak of Anderson rise steeply, culminating on a pyramidal summit.  Ahead is a beautiful highway of ice and snow, descending gently between enclosing walls, leading you to the treeline.





	Travel at the 5000 foot level along the slopes above Honeymoon Meadows.  Brilliant floral displays and small rocky ribs will be the only things that can slow you down now!  Just plug away for about one and a half miles and you will stumble into two bantamweight lakes.  Enjoy the waters and sneak in a swim.  Wash that ‘Hanging Glacier’ sweat out of your hair.  








			            Mount Anderson 





	Ascend the gap in the ridge to the west and drop down to the lower Anderson Glacier.  The view of Mount Anderson, Echo Rock, and the upper glacier is magnificent.  Hike on down to the terminal moraine area and take a last look at the mesmerizing view, then head down to the meadows and timber and classic beauty of the Dosewallips Trail.      





	


	


	


	


	





	











	 


		


  








	





        


			   



























































 





