Quinault Valley


Hike #5:  Howe Creek Canyon; Howe Creek Falls 	 


USGS Mount Christie


Mileage:  6 miles r/t.


Elevation gain:   800 feet to Falls.       	 


Difficulty:  Easy to Moderate


Season:  Mid-August through September
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	A cool canyon (in more ways than one!) with beautiful rock formations, deep pools, and abundant green moss.  This unique canyon hike is best done in late summer on a very hot day after the creek has dropped to its lowest seasonal level.  Find an old pair of tennis shoes.  Glue felt to the soles for super traction on the algae-covered rocks.  This is a very different hike, and reminds you of hiking the canyons of the Southwest, except for the unbelievable amount of maidenhair ferns, the black rock, and the freeeeeezing water!


	Drive the South Shore Road( past the town of Quinault about 13 miles to the crossing of Howe Creek.  Park near the bridge and make your way into the creek downstream from the bridge.  Simply start walking up the creekbed.  You will be touring the beautiful box canyon for about three miles to the first major waterfalls.  The  falls drop about 70 feet in a free-fall to a deep green pool.


	The canyon walls are a veritable hanging garden of maidenhair ferns, oxalis, penstemons, and monkeyflower.  There are many cool recesses which harbor an extensive population of bats.  If you choose to stay overnight, you will be awed by the darting shapes as they home in on their evening meal.  It is my fervent wish that they are dining on those pesky horseflies that tend to torment you in every patch of sunlight!   Bug-proof clothing is a great idea.


	Sometimes the walls close in to about 20 feet wide and 200 feet deep.  It is a startling contrast to look up into the blue sky to watch the puffy clouds scudding along.  Closer at hand, the Water Ouzels are racing over the rushing water faster than a hockey puck!  The Great Blue Heron also visits occassionally, and adds to the mystery and charm with its “pterodactyl” persona...


	The evening air chills rapidly in this canyon, so take along some warm clothes if you stay.  Be sure to pack them in plastic bags -- you will probably do a little slipping and dunking in the streambed.  Walk carefully --all the more reason to go slowly and enjoy the show.   (








	





        


			   



























































 





